
Samuel & Francine 
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Our Journey 

 

Dear Birth Parent, 

 

Welcome to the Hobbit hole ! Please come in, take a seat close to the fire and let us tell you 
our story. 

Today it’s not a story about dragons or saving the world but it’s a story about love and care. 

Once upon a time, in a country called Switzerland, lived Francine and Samuel. They both 
grew up in loving families and had a happy childhood. They met in 2013 through a dating 
website and have been together ever since. They moved in together in 2014 and got married 
in 2017. 

They both always knew they wanted children. But because of infertility problems they never 
managed to have a child. Francine thought about adoption for a long time and then they 
decided together that adoption is the best for them. Their story leads them now to this 
exciting journey of adoption – hopefully with you. 
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Celebrating Christmas – Playing “Jingle Bells”… with bells ! 

Hiking in Switzerland 

Enjoying a snowy day 

About us 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Enjoying the panorama of our region 
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Goofing with my secretary 

Samuel about Francine : She is a very kind, sensitive and reliable person. I admire the 
perseverance she has in everything she does. She always cares about the people around her and 

does everything she can to make sure they are doing well, which is also why she will make a 
wonderful mom. 

Samuel being examined 
by me 

Enjoying a small cruise on a 
Swiss lake 

In front of a glacier in 
the Swiss Alps 

About Francine 
I grew up in a town around the center of Switzerland with my two younger sisters Myriam 
and Céline. My parents owned a dress store in our town and we grew up as a very happy 
family. 

I went to medical school and became an ophthalmologist. I have a medical practice in the 
center of town. I love taking care of my patients, of my family, friends and Samuel and I look 
forward to taking care of your baby ! 

I always loved animals and had cats growing up. When we found an abandoned cat, we would 
help it find a home or kept it ourselves. I am a true animal lover and I am also a vegetarian. 

I enjoy playing badminton, cooking, watching TV series (such as The Big Bang Theory, Friends, 
Malcolm in the Middle) /movies and hiking.   
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Ready to go to the movies 

Caring for a hedgehog 

Baking a cake 

Meeting my goddaughter's little sister 
In front of the Aletsch glacier (largest glacier 

in the Alps) 

Playing badminton 

About Francine 
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On a pedal boat. Appreciating that others do 
the job  

Dressed as a warrior level 14... Warcraft 

Feeding a wild marmot in the Swiss Alps 

Enjoying various Swiss cheeses after a 
long walk 

In Cancun (Mexico) for work 

About Samuel 
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Francine about Samuel: I noticed right away that Samuel was a fundamentally caring and 
generous person. He is the love of my life and my best friend. He always remains calm, serene 
and positive in all situations and with a touch of humor. I know that he will make an amazing 

dad for all these reasons. 

Relaxing in a mountain pasture Playing ping-pong 

About Samuel 
I grew up in a town in the middle of the Swiss mountains with my older brother Daniel. My 
parents separated when I was 9 years old and we remained close to both of them. Every 
winter and summer holidays, we went to the chalets (European mountain country wooden 
house) that we owned in the mountains. 

I am an engineer and I work in an international company active in aerospace, defense and 
energy. The company is based in Cleveland (Ohio), which is one of my reasons for my strong 
connection to the USA.  

I am interested in everything : sciences, history, music, … In my free time I like to play ping-
pong, video games, watch TV, cook for friends and garden.   
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Peppermint after she was found 

Francine holding Gus in 
the kennel 

They are good friends 😸 

Gus's blue eyes are 
stunning 

Peppermint  

Our cats 
As you may imagine our cats are real family members ! 

Peppermint is 14 years old. She was found by Myriam (Francine’s little sister) under a 
balcony. She was 1 or 2 weeks old and was meowing and hungry. Francine’s whole family 
was happy to welcome her and she never left Francine’s side. 

We rescued Gus (a ragdoll breed cat) 4 years ago from a kennel. Everybody loves him because 
of his affectionate character, his blue eyes and his beautiful fur.  

  

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Gus hiding under a blanket 
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Francine’s family: Annick (Francine’s mother), Myriam, 
Céline, Samuel 

Samuel’s family on a miniature railway: 
Daniel, Nicole (Samuel’s mother), Samuel 

Francine’s family in the Swiss mountains: Francine, 
Samuel, Céline, Annick 

Samuel’s family walking in front of a 
waterfall in Switzerland: Bruno 

(Samuel’s father), Astrid (Bruno’s 
partner), Samuel, Daniel 

Our family 
We are close to our families and see each other regularly. Francine's mother and little sister 
Céline live nearby. Everyone is really excited about our plans to adopt.  

Francine's sisters and Daniel, Samuel's brother, do not have children yet. Your child will be 
welcomed with much love in our family. 
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In a chalet that we rented 😎 
On top : Francine, Samuel, Daniel, Jean-Marc, Annick 

On right : Francine 

Masked Christmas at our home... 
Left photo : Myriam, Jean-Marc (Samuel’s uncle), Annick, Nicole, Céline, Daniel, Samuel and 

Francine 
Right photo : Nicole, Jean-Marc, Céline, Daniel, Myriam 

Annick (Francine’s mother) and Nicole (Samuel’s mother) 
having a good time together during a birthday celebration 

Our family 
Every year, our families get together to celebrate Christmas and our birthdays. 

The location may change each year: at one family's home or another, in our house or in a 
chalet we have rented, but we are always together. 
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View from the balcony 

Possible nursery with Francine's childhood 
furniture now 

TV/movie area 

Our terrace with our garden behind 

Our home 
We have purchased a piece of land in 2016 to build our future home. It was finished in 
summer 2020. It took a long time but we are very happy and proud of the result. There are 3 
floors, 4 bedrooms, 2 offices, a large living and dining area and in the playroom a tv/movie 
area and a den. We have a garden with some trees and flowers. There is a lot of area to play 
outside and many other children for your child to grow up with. 

The neighborhood is very kind, calm and child-friendly. There is a playground with a deer 
park. In the area, there are many places for hiking, sport clubs and youth associations. 

The house is 2 minutes walk from the elementary school and 5 minutes drive from the 
nearest town, shopping centers and high schools. 
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The living room with Gus 

Some Christmas decorations and gifts 
in the living room 

Samuel planting a tree in the 
garden 

Our home 
  

Samuel cooking for friends in the 
kitchen 
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After winning a Christmas-themed 
escape game 

Chocolate workshop 😋 

Colleen and Francine 

Colleen: Francine’s goddaughter 
I am very close to my goddaughter Colleen. She regularly comes to our home to spend a few 
days with us. Her older sister Noëllie and her younger sister Eloïse also come often and we 
do lots of fun activities! Colleen is now 12 years old and still looks forward to visiting. 
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Chocolate fondue after a long walk in winter 

Making some drawings (they are 
better than me…) 

Relaxing in front of a good movie 

Playing the game “Just Dance” 

Colleen with Peppermint 

Francine’s goddaughter 
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Just arrived ! We can't wait to see 
everything ! 

With her new friend Dumbo 

At the new 
Avenger 

hotel 

Francine giving driving lessons 😉 

Francine’s goddaughter 
Francine is a big fan of Disney and in particular Disneyland in Paris (France). We have already 
been 4 times and the last time we brought Colleen. We look forward to taking your child 
some day! 
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Snowshoeing with Michael, Céline and their two 
boys 

Summer sled with Sophie 

Colleen’s family visiting our new house – 
still with boxes ! – And having dinner ! 

Our friends 
We met most of our friends while we were in school and we get together as often as possible. 
Many have children ready to play with your child. We are lucky to have friends we can trust 
and rely on. They all support us in our adoption plans and are excited to welcome your child. 
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Sophie visiting us 

Having a good time with Valentin, 
a friend's baby 

Visiting a famous train museum in our region with 
(from left to right) Céline, Maël, Loïc, Michael and 

Francine. On the bottom : Loïc with Samuel 

Loïc playing with Samuel 

Our friends 
  



18 
 

Switzerland in Europe – easy to travel to the 
USA by plane 

A view of the town where we work, with 
Colleen and Eloïse 

The Matterhorn. A 
famous Swiss 

mountain. 
The Chillon Castle  

Raclette (melted 
and grilled cheese) 

is our favorite 
national dish 

The Swiss Alps 

About Switzerland 
Switzerland is located in the middle of Western Europe. It’s a small and peacefull country. 
The health care system, schools, universities, innovation are among the best in the world. 

Switzerland is also known worldwide for its watches, its chocolate, its cheese, its mountains 
and its famous Swiss army knife! 

The Swiss people are multicultural and welcoming. You will hear people speaking Swiss 
German, French, Italian and also lots of English. We are looking to adopt a baby of any race 
and know they will be easily welcomed by our family and friends. 

We live in the French-speaking part of Switzerland, in the county of Gruyere where the 
cheese of the same name is made. We are conveniently located near several lakes and 
mountains, that is why we love lots of outdoor lifestyle. 
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London (United Kingdom) 

Milan (Italy) 

Mt. Fuji (Japan) 

Queenstown (New Zealand) 

Paris (France) 

Brittany (France) 

Our life 
We love outdoor activities enjoying the beautiful landscapes that we have. But we also 
enjoy staying at home to play games, watch movies and TV. For vacations, we like to visit 
places all over the world ! We can’t wait to bring your child on these adventures ! 
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Small cruise on a Swiss lake 
Christmas market in Strasbourg (France) 

Neuschwanstein Castle (Germany) Playing an escape game with cards in our house 

Family outing with Jean-Marc (Samuel’s uncle), 
Samuel, Daniel (Samuel’s brother), Francine and 

Céline (Francine’s sister). We were visiting a 
cathedral in the town where we work. 

Having a barbecue in the forest 
with Myriam 

Our life  
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Francine 
& 

Samuel 

 

Thank You so much … 
 

… for reading this letter and considering us as the adoptive parents for your soon to be born 
baby. 

Before we finish, we would just like to talk about our vision for adoption. 

First, if you have read this it’s that you are obviously facing a difficult situation. We admire 
the courage and love for your child that led you to consider adoption. 

If we have the honor of being chosen by you, we will do everything we can to take care of 
your child, so that they will have the best life possible. They will be loved unconditionally and 
supported throughout their life. Please know that we will go the extra mile to provide all the 
love and security they will need. We also promise to never stop laughing. Your child will know 
where they came from. We will, of course, always speak about you with respect and about 
the courage you have shown and how much you love them. 

We chose to adopt in the USA for many reasons, the main ones being the similar cultures 
with Switzerland and the possibility to have an open adoption. 

We think the concept of open adoption is great. But we are willing to follow the level of 
openness and interaction in the adoption that is right for you. We will always respect your 
decision, even if it changes over time. 

 

We wish you all the best now and for the future and all the strength for the times to come. 

With love,  
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If you would like to find out more about adoption or if you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact our local US agency Forever Families Through Adoption in New York: 

Direct number #914-939-1180 toll-free number #866-922-3678 

Email : adopt@ForeverFamiliesThroughAdoption.org 

 

 


