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Hello
there,

Thank you for taking the time to get to know us by looking at our profile book. 

Before anything else, we want you to know that we respect and admire your 
bravery and courage. We cannot imagine the mixture of emotions you are feeling 
and we are truly humbled by your selfless love and care. Please know that you 
will always have a very special place in our life and hearts. We are grateful 
to have the opportunity of giving you a window into our lives as prospective 
parents.

We are Björn and Lisianne from the Netherlands. We have always known that 
it would be impossible to have biological children. Nevertheless, the dream of 
becoming parents is one that we have shared from the start of our relationship. 
We cannot wait to grow our family through adoption from the USA and to share 
the love and life we have to give. 

Lots of love,

&



About us...

On holiday in the South of France

Evening walk at the beach

Happiness in an ice cream cone

Just after we got engaged in 2018

Reading books in our backyard Picking blackberries during a hike



We met during our undergraduate studies 
in International Business Administration in 
Rotterdam in 2008. We attended classes 
together and had become good friends. Back 
then we could already talk for hours. 

Just before Lisianne left for a study abroad 
semester in Australia, Björn realized that he 
had already secretly fallen in love with her. 
Distance only made the heart grow fonder 
and upon Lisianne’s return early 2011, she 
also concluded that they had become more 
than friends. Björn took a chance during a 
university prom night, the rest is history… 

We graduated on the same day and 
started our life together. Three years ago, 
we bought our house in the south of the 
Netherlands and moved to a small village. 
Whilst on holiday in the Carribean, Björn 
proposed during a stunning sunset. We 
got married in the summer of 2019. The 
memories and celebrations still bring a huge 
smile to our faces.

Throughout the years, our love has only 
grown. Our friends describe us as a fun, 
reliable, loving and caring couple. They say 
we try to see something good in everything 
and that we have a positive outlook on life. 
We complement one another in many ways, 
bring out the best in each other and simply 
belong together. 

“The” university prom night 2011

Graduating from university 2011

Our wedding day in 2019

Spending time with friends and 
family and sharing home-cooked 
meals with them

Travelling and exploring new places 
(we have visited all continents but  
Antarctica)

Listening to music, visiting concerts 
and having sing-alongs in the car 

Spending time at Björn’s family’s 
holiday cabin at the Dutch coast

Hiking in the hills and countryside 
that surround our hometown

Taking tennis classes together

Things we love...



Why Adoption...
When I, Lisianne, was 16 years 

old, I found out that I would never be able 
to have children on my own. It was tough to 
face this reality back then. Still, I have always 
known that having a family would be part of 
my story.  

Two weeks into our relationship, I told 
Björn that we would not be able to have kids 
in a biological way. A conversation that took 
place way before we actually discussed our 
future together. Luckily, Björn responded in 
the most loving and understanding way and 
ensured that we would find a way to live up 
to our shared hopes and dreams. From that 
day on, we took our time to investigate our 
options to build a family. 

As the years passed, we knew that 
growing our family through adoption would 
be part of our life. When the time and place 
felt right, we embarked on our adoption 
journey with an open and hopeful heart. 
We are more than ready for this exciting 

adventure.
Björn has always had a strong bond with 

the United States of America. During high 
school, he participated in a student exchange 
programme with Marietta, Georgia. Little did 
he know that this trip in 2006 would be the 
first of many to visit his friends, Scott and 
Maddie, in the USA.

When we realized that adopting from the 
USA would be an option for us, everything 
fell into place: we simply knew that this was 
our path to pursue. It feels right to provide 
a warm, loving, safe and caring home to a 
child from a country whose people have 
welcomed us so often on our trips overseas. 
We will cherish your cultural heritage and 
share our love for your country with your 
child. We are open to providing the level of 
openness and interaction in the adoption 
you are feeling comfortable with. Please 
know that we will respect your decision, even 
if it changes over time.

Liberation Day in the Netherlands

Visiting “World of Coca-Cola” in Atlanta

Visiting the Niagara Falls in 2016

Jimmy Carter Presidential Library



Annual Adoptive Families Picknick

In the Netherlands, we are part of a group of families who grew their families through 
adoption from the USA, too. Every year, the adoptive families get together for the “Family 
Picknick” to catch up and stay in touch. Whilst the children get to have a good time at the 
playground, we get to catch up with other parents. It’s a great annual reunion.

On top of the Rockefeller Center, NYC

Maddie’s rehearsal dinner in Georgia

Time to fly home from Atlanta airport

Music road trip to Nashville in 2013

Funny fish at the Georgia Aquarium

With Scott in the Appalachians in 2010

The Adoption Family...



I was born and raised 
in a small historic town 
along the Rhine River in 
Germany. During my youth, 
I discovered computers and 
music; I continued to play the 
guitar in several local bands 
until late in my studies.

I spent almost all school 
holidays with my parents 
and my grandparents in our 
family cabin at the Dutch 
coast. Nowadays, Lisianne 
and I spend some of our 
holidays there, too, and I 
hope we will be able to do so 
with our little family in the 
future as well.

After my community 
service in a kindergarten, 
I moved to Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, to attend 

university. I work as a 
finance and IT manager for a 
European railroad company. 
It comes in handy that I am 
fluent in three languages, 
as I am working from our 
different locations including 
my home office.

I enjoy seeing our friends 
and cooking nice food for 
them. Some favorites are the 
barbecue and dishes from my 
German hometown. In the 
evening and on weekends, I 
like working in our house and 
garden and playing tennis 
with Lisianne, friends and 
colleagues. Every now and 
then, I go for a ride on my 
motorbike, on which I have 
toured across most of Europe 
together with my dad.

Björn is my best friend and the love of my life. He is someone who instantly makes you 
feel at ease. He will go the extra mile in caring for his family, friends and even colleagues. Björn is 
sweet, reliable and down to earth. A true optimist who enjoys the little things in life. He gives me 
giggles and after almost 10 years he still makes me happy when playing the guitar for me. Björn’s 
patient, calm and loving nature will make him a wonderful father.

Loves biographies and 
Wikipedia articles
Admires bumblebees 
flying around our garden

Cannot leave any food or 
dish untried
Speaks German, Dutch 
and English fluently

Jamming with guitar buddy SebastianPreparing hamburgers for dinner

Working at the office

Lisianne about Björn...

Picking up a new locomotive

Fun Facts

Beach days at the Dutch coast

Touring the mountains by motorbike

About BjörnAbout Björn



About Lisianne
I was raised in a warm and 

loving family consisting of 
my mom, dad and younger 
brother, Jorian. I grew up in 
a small village in the central 
part of the Netherlands 
where I had a happy and 
carefree childhood. 

We spent most of our 
family holidays at the beach 
on the French Riviera 
building sand castles, playing 
games and eating fresh 
croissants. In winter, my dad 
would take Jorian and me 
to the local frozen meadow 
for ice skating. Besides 
that, we often visited my 
grandparents, who used to 
live in Belgium. 

My parents encouraged us 
to participate in sports. 

I still enjoy playing tennis and 
take weekly classical ballet 
classes.

After finishing a bilingual 
(English and Dutch) high 
school education, I moved 
to Rotterdam for my studies. 
Since moving to the south 
for Björn’s work in 2017, I 
have been working four days 
a week as a human resources 
policy advisor at a large local 
municipality.

The beach is my happy 
place, but I also enjoy 
spending time in our garden 
harvesting apples, cherries 
and berries. I appreciate 
having good conversations 
with my dearest friends 
over good food and endless 
amounts of tea.

From the moment I figured that I had fallen in love with Lisianne, I knew I would never let her 
go. We are a great team and we know that we can rely on each other, even when life gets a little 
rocky. Lisianne is always two steps ahead and full of inspiration and creativity. We complement 
each other in many ways. Her warm, caring and loving personality makes her a wonderful friend 
and wife. And this will make her an incredible mother, too.

Quality time with friends 
and family
Watching sunsets at the 
beach

Travelling and good food 

All animals (but wasps - 
they are terrifying!)

Warming up by the fire with Marjolijn

Wintertime with Anne and Femke

Björn about Lisianne...

At the tennis court with Jantine

Picking cherries from our garden

My Favorites
Tea time with Miranda

Enjoying lunch on holiday in Italy



We are lucky to live 
halfway between our loving 
parents as they play an 
important role in our lives. 
Björn’s parents, Rainer and 
Marlies, live across the 
border in Germany and 
Lisianne’s parents, Ad and 
Carla, live in the center of the 
Netherlands. Their and our 
doors are always open for a 
spontaneous catch up, dinner 
or weekend stayover.

Lisianne and her brother 
Jorian have always been very 
close. He is in a relationship 
with Charlotte. We love 
spending time together, 
having cooking competitions 
and visiting concerts. Just like 
our parents, they frequently 
stay with us. A reason might 
be that a visit to the south 

always includes “vlaai”; a 
typical regional fruit pie. 

Our parents met for 
the first time during our 
undergraduate graduation. 
We were afraid that the 
language barrier would be a 
difficulty - it turned out to 
be no problem at all and our 
parents get along very well. 

Your child will be raised 
speaking Dutch, German and 
English of course!

The “youngest” 
family members are our 
grandmothers. Björn’s 
grandma is about to turn 
98 and Lisianne’s grandma 
is 87 years old. We are very 
blessed to still have them in 
our lives.

Christmas at Lisianne’s parents Björn with his mother and grandma

With Björn’s parents at our weddingBoys’ weekend in Germany with Jorian

Lisianne and Jorian on a trip to France

Jorian and Charlotte

Our familiesOur families



Sunny evening along the river

Autumn seaside walk

Visiting a concert with Jorian

Björn and his dad touring Norway

In Björn’s hometown with Marlies

Family weekend at the Dutch coast Three generations in one picture



Hiking with Femke and Henk

First of many Thanksgivings in 2014

Our American friends visiting us Girls’ weekend in Belgium

Scott visiting the Netherlands

Beach walk with Claudia and Redmar

Snacks with Björn’s high school friends



We have a large group of 
loyal friends, most of them 
going back to our childhood, 
high school and university 
years. Having met at different 
stages in our lives and having 
various nationalities, our 
friends are scattered across 
the globe from the USA to 
Australia. 

Over the years, we have 
grown many traditions 
with our friends. These 
include some mayor annual 
festivities, for example 
the Thanksgiving dinner 
(including a gigantic turkey 
for our 19 university friends), 
the New Year’s dinner 
with Lisianne’s high school 
friends Anne and Femke 
and a “Dutch evening” filled 

with typical Dutch food 
with Björn’s German high 
school friends. Besides that, 
birthdays and life events are 
celebrated together. 

We are thankful and proud 
to see our friends taking 
next steps in life. Some have 
already become parents and 
are more than happy to share 
their parenting tips with us.

Catching up with Kareem

Group hug with Tim and JantineOur university friends at our wedding

Marjolijn and Rob at our wedding

Time for lunch with the ladies

It is wonderful to see how our friends are growing their 
families. Please know that your child is already loved by so 
many amazing people around us. We are excited to start 
organizing the first play dates with the little ones in our 
surroundings. Our friends and families are very positive 
and supportive of our adoption journey and cannot wait to 
become (first-time) grandparents, uncles and aunties.

Welcomed with open arms...

With Ruben and Miranda’s son Samuel

Our friends



We love being around 
each other and laugh a lot. 
We balance our social life 
by seeing our friends and 
families, but also take time 
to relax by snuggling with 
the two of us on the couch. 
Hopefully it’ll be three soon... 

For our holidays, we 
enjoy exploring the world. 
We, for example, visited 
the USA, South Africa, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and for 
our honeymoon we toured 
Australia by campervan. On 
the other hand, we enjoy 
returning to familiar places 
like the South of France or 
just relaxing at the the family 
cabin at the Dutch coast. 

We have established our 
own little traditions and we 
are excited to share them 
with your child. We celebrate 
Christmas by visiting both 
of our families. For us, the 
festive season kicks off with 
a sausage at the Christmas 
market in Germany. Björn’s 
mother bakes the most 
amazing Christmas cookies 
and she cannot wait to share 
her German family recipes 
with the next generation. On 
Christmas Eve, we join them 
for church. Lisianne’s parents 
decorate the house with 
Santas and reindeer. After 
an extensive dinner, we play 
traditional Dutch games.

Road trip through Australia

Cycling with Nadine and Sebastian

Annual Christmas market in GermanyRice fields in Indonesia

Exploring South Africa in 2015Unwrapping Christmas gifts

Sunset on a sailboat in Australia

Our lifeOur life



Dunes at the Dutch Coast

Playing traditional Dutch games

All dressed up for Christmas

At Jorian’s birthday in Amsterdam

Dutch New Year’s Eve snack: oliebol

Fun times on a floaty in France



We live in the Netherlands, 
a small country in Western 
Europe, known for its 
windmills, bicycles, wooden 
shoes, cheese and tulips. 
Having lived here for over 
twelve years, Björn has 
become more Dutch than he 
could have ever imagined. 

In February, colorful 
costumes take over the 
streets in the south and the 
area where Björn grew up as 
Carnival is a time for public 
celebrations, music and 
parades.  

We celebrate our king’s 
birthday on April 27th. On 
this day, the Dutch dress up 
in the national color orange. 

There are lots of  
outdoor festivities, fairs and 
fun activities for kids across 
the country. Besides these 
Dutch celebrations, we are 
looking forward to adding 
more American traditions 
to cherish the roots of your 
child.

We live in a small suburban 
town in the southernmost 
province of the country. It is 
located in the border triangle 
“The Netherlands – Germany 
– Belgium”. This is really 
convenient for visiting all of 
our friends and families.

Our region is the only part 
that actually has proper hills, 
the rest is rather flat. 

Celebrating Carnival with Aurélie

Raising the Dutch flag on Kingsday

...is a safe, open-minded and tolerant  
country
...is a multicultural society 

...has a high quality of living 

...is listed in the top-10 of the happiest 
countries in the world

...offers highly regarded and affordable  
educational and insurance systems
...has one of the best healthcare systems 
in the world
...is home to more bicycles than people 
and they are used to commute to work
...has the highest non-native English  
proficiency in the world as it is taught in 
school

8 ”nice to knows“ about  the Netherlands...

Our countryOur country

Dutch tulips in our garden

Kingsday with our friends

11

22

33

44

55

66

77

88



Our home
We live in a semi-detached 

house with three bedrooms 
and have a large fenced 
backyard offering enough 
space to play and even build 
a swing! Our home can easily 
accommodate not only our 
little family, but also our 
friends and family who love 
coming over. In winter we 
enjoy huddling by the 
fireplace. We have already 
started preparing the 
nursery. Miffy and teddybear 
Charly have been waiting in 
Lisianne’s old family crib ever 
since to meet their future 
little friend.

Our house is located in a 
family-friendly neighborhood 

with wonderful neighbors 
who care for each other.

We are surrounded by 
forests and endless fields of 
green; a perfect match as 
we love spending our time 
outdoors hiking and cycling. 

Local stores are at walking 
distance, just as various 
sports clubs, playgrounds and 
the local elementary school. 

The nearest city is only a 
five-minute-drive away. The 
historic city center is known 
for its nice restaurants, tiny 
streets, shops and river 
quays. It is also the location 
of the nearest academic 
hospital, high schools and 
various other facilities.

Playing the guitar in the livingroom

Charly and Miffy in the nursery

Home sweet home

Robert and Joshua in our backyard

Hiking in the hills near our home

We can’t wait for sleighing in winter

This cow came to say hi





Thank you
so much...

... for taking the time to get to know us. We hope that we could give you a 
small impression of our life and your child‘s possible forever family. We truly 
believe that adoption is a story to be shared. Please know that we want your 
child to always know where they came from, how strong you are, and how much 
they are loved by you. 

We promise you and your child:
 � To provide a loving, safe and stable home;
 � To never stop laughing and having fun;
 � To love, support and care for who they are and will become;
 � To value honesty, empathy, transparency and respect;
 � To share our adventures and show them the world;
 � To do all we can to keep a smile on their face and laughter in their heart;
 � To put family first.

More than anything we want you to know that we will love your child 
unconditionally. We will nurture and encourage your child to grow up to be the 
person they can be. 

We wish you all strength and peace in the world and are thinking of you.

With all our love,

&



If you would like to find out more about  
adoption or if you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact our local US agency  
Forever Families Through Adoption:

direct number #914-939-1180 
toll-free number #866-922-3678


