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Hello from Canada! 
Our names are Carla and Jody.  We are so excited to 
become parents!  Thank you for choosing to read our 
letter.   

We have been married for 14 years and have been 
together for over 20!  It was love at first sight and our 
love story has continued ever since.   

We are a happily married couple looking to complete 
our loving family.   We have three dogs, Shadow, 
Kruz and Axle.  We could not be happier or more 
excited to expand our family and welcome your son 
or daughter into our lives. 

We can only imagine the difficult choices you are 
facing, so we thank you for taking the time to 
read about us!  We commend you on your 
decision and greatly appreciate and admire the 
courage you are showing in considering 
adoption. 

If you choose us, you can be assured that your 
child will grow up with unconditional love, 
laughter, encouragement, security and respect. 

 

Thank you … 
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First comes love, then comes… 
We met when we were 19 and 21 years old.  We saw each 
other across a crowded room and immediately had a 
connection.  We started dating within a week, fell in love  
and were inseparable from then on. We dated for 6 years 
before getting married, during which time we both went to 
university and started our careers.  

Life together… 
We have shared many adventures together over the last 20 
years.  We are best friends as well as husband and wife, so 

we do a lot together.  We have a large group of friends and 
family in our hometown and regularly enjoy getting 

together for family BBQ’s and gatherings.  Together we 
enjoy traveling, walking our dogs, going fishing, doing 

projects around the house, cheering on our local football 
team and just hanging out watching TV.     

Travel… 
We love to travel and explore new places!  Going to new 
countries and exploring their culture and way of life and all 
that they have to offer is a passion of ours.  We have 
travelled all over the world together: Canada, USA, 
Jamaica, Cuba, Mexico, Spain, England, El Salvador and 
Hawaii. 

Becoming a Family… 
We had talked very early on about wanting to have a family 
together.  After being married for a couple years, we decided to 
start trying to have children.  We tried for several years with no 
success, and eventually pursued fertility treatments which were 
also unsuccessful.  We learned that Carla has endometriosis and 
so we are unable to have children naturally. So, because we both 
still have a strong desire to become parents we decided to 
expand our family through adoption.     At an annual retirement gala 

for Jody’s work place 
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Our Dogs 

Shadow, Kruz and Axle… 
Shadow is our first dog, she is a female Belgian Shepard 
and is 12 years old.  She is the most loving, affectionate 
and loyal friend.  Ten years ago Shadow gave birth to a 
litter of 8 puppies, one of which we kept, his name is 
Kruz and he is 10 years old.  Kruz has a very laid back, 
easy-going personality.  About three years ago we added 
our third, his name is Axle and he is a sable German 
Shepard.  Axle wants to be everyone’s friend and get as 
much love and attention as possible.   

Kruz and Axle are both police working dogs.  They go to 
work with Jody every day to keep our community safe. 

All three of our dogs are very friendly and loving with 
our family and friends.  They play with our nieces and 
nephews, and just love to hang out with them.  They can’t 
wait to have a little one in the house to protect and play 
with. 

Our nieces and nephew love to take care of our dogs, 
letting them outside to go to the bathroom, feeding them 
meals, taking them for walks.  The dogs also love to take 
care of the kids! When the kids go down for a nap the 
puppies will constantly check in on them and make sure 
all is well. 

 

 

 

Axle! 
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Our Home  

Welcome… 
We live in a 4-bedroom home on a quiet cul-de-
sac, full of young families with children 

Our home is fully furnished on three levels with 
lots of space for children to grow.  We have a large 
landscaped backyard with grass, trees and room 
to play!  We also have a beautiful nursery all set 
up and ready to welcome home your baby. 

Our neighborhood is really wonderful with 25 kids 
under the age of 10 on our little street, so there is 
always someone to play with.  Our street is closed 
off to thru traffic so it’s a very quiet, family 
friendly place to be.  We have become good friends 
with all our neighbors and regularly will hang out 
together on the front street while the kids play and 
ride bikes together.  In the summer we like to organize 
neighborhood scavenger hunts and other activities for 
all the kids on the street. 

We have 3 beautiful parks within walking distance 
and a brand new state of the art elementary school is 
being built in our area, which will be ready to open 
this year. 

Living room(above), Kitchen(below) 

Dining Room(below) 
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We have already given way to 
the excitement of having a 
baby in our home and have 
begun preparations in the 
nursery, seen above.  It is just 
steps away from our 
bedroom. 

To the right is a view of the 
open finished basement in our 
home, with tons of room to 
run and play! 
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Backyard 
 

We very much enjoy spending 
time in our home and enjoying 
our own back yard.  One of 
Jody’s many hobbies, wood 
working, has joined with one of 
Carla’s, gardening, to make this 
a place that we just love to 
spend time. We have lots of 
room to play and be with 
family. 
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Our Neighborhood 

Above: the park at the end of our street with 
man made lake and lots of walking paths!  
These are all early spring photos; things get 
much greener very soon! 

Right: the brand new school being built for our 
neighborhood; it’s a shared space for both 
public and Christian students 

Below: some of our awesome 
neighbors 
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Our Country 

 

That’s our 
Province, right there! 

A typical bit of Southern 
Saskatchewan geography 
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We have both been in Canada for our 
entire lives.  We currently live in the 
province of Saskatchewan, right in the 
middle!  We enjoy all four wonderful 
seasons here.   

So much can be said for this amazing 
country we live in.  Aside from the 
glorious geography that has everything 
from mountain ranges, to prairie farm 
land, to thousands upon thousands of 
lakes and rivers and of course very 

modern cities and towns; Canada is 

probably best know for its people.  
We are a nation of so many races, 
religions, cultures, and beliefs.  It is 
something we embrace as we 
welcome people from all over the 
world to enjoy and to add to our 
wonderful country, free of bias and 
discrimination  

Above: you see scenes 
from our different 
seasons.  It is truly 
beautiful to behold the 
changes throughout 
the year. 

Right: Our Godson, 
Cole, celebrating 
Canada Day on the 1st 
of July! 
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Daily Life - Carla 

Live Creatively… 
We own and operate an art studio.  Carla is also a full 
time ceramic artist.  Carla has an Arts Education degree 
and spent 11 years teaching elementary school, 
Kindergarten through grade 8.  During that time she 
taught all of the core subjects as well as art.  Then four 
years ago, we opened our own art studio, where Carla 
as well as other artists offer classes for all ages and 
abilities.  Carla teaches classes here as well as using the 
studio to work on her own art.  Carla is also a full time 
ceramic artist and makes all kinds of functional artwork 
out of clay.   

As her primary occupation is the running and teaching 
at the school, Carla makes her own schedule, which 
allows her to be home with the baby as much as she 
wants to be. On the days that she will have to teach art 
classes, Jody is usually home, but if he also has to work 
our parents are both retired and live close by.  They are 
always happy and eager to have the grandkids around!    

Art and creativity is Carla’s passion, and she loves to 
share that with everyone in her life, including our family 
and friends.  They spend lots of time at the studio having 
fun and being creative.  Our nieces and nephews come 
to the studio frequently and love to make art with 
auntie.   

Teaching some of our 
friend’s children The first location of our 

Art School 
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Our Art School’s current 
location 

We have been so fortunate to own and operate 
a successful business.  Carla has taken her love 
of art to a special place in this regard.  It did not 
take long until she led us to try and help in the 
community through her work.  It is such a gift to 
be able to use our business to assist others.  We 
have already been able to fund free classes for 
groups of women bravely battling cancer, which 
Carla teaches personally.  We are a service 
provider for a local organization that funds art 
programming for underprivileged children.  We 
have collected art supplies and Lego for children 
in Africa.  Most recently, we have begun work to 
set up an education scholarship through the 
business to aid budding artists pursuing their 
dream to become an artist. 

Art supplies we collected and 
donated to an orphanage in 
Uganada.   

Easter weaving 
workshop 
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When Carla is not making art or running 
the business, she has plenty of time for 
some of the other hobbies and actives 
that she enjoys.  She loves to be 
outside, especially in the summer.  So a 
lot of her other hobbies involve the 
outdoors.  Carla loves to garden and 
we do a lot of growing all year round.  
In the winter she grows succulents and 
herbs in our kitchen and in the summer, 
she tends to our fully landscaped yard, 
planting flowers and taking care of her 
vegetable garden.  Carla also really 
enjoys getting outside in the winter to 
cross-country ski and go ice fishing with 
Jody.  In the summer, long walks with 
Shadow in the park, bike rides and 
entertaining our family and friends in                       
our backyard for BBQ’s and lawn games.  

Cross 
country 
skiing and 
ice fishing, 
two of 
Carla’s 
favourite 
winter 
activities 

Carla ran a half marathon 
with friend Katrina! 

Graduating with her Education 
degree from University. 

Carla in 
the 
garden 
tending 
to plants 
with her 
little 
helper! 
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Daily Life - Jody 

Keeping us safe… 
Jody has been working as a police officer with 
our local police service for 15 years and has 
been in the Canine Unit with the service for 8 
of those years.  He is now the head of the 
Canine Unit for the department and is 
integrated with the SWAT team. Jody is a 
director for the Canadian Police Canine 
Association, a national association in Canada. 

Kruz and Axle go to work with Jody every day.  
Together they keep the community, each 
other, and other police officers safe. 

Above all, family and friends are the biggest 
part of Jody’s life.  Every day is marked by time 
spent with these loved ones. 

Above:Jody and Kruz in front of Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada’s Federal 
Parliament. 

Left: Jody and Axle 
on a Christmas visit 
delivering stuffed 
police dog toys to 
kids in hospital. 

Right: Jody and Axle 
training together 

Left: Jody and Kruz at a 
Canadian Police 
Canine Association 
event. 
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When not working in the police world, 
Jody helps Carla with the Art School 
business by doing basic accounting, 
building things for the studio and 
supporting Carla in her Art shows. 

Jody truly loves the outdoors.  He is an 
avid fisherman, hunter and 
outdoorsmen. Jody is also a licensed 
SCUBA diver and is a former member 
of his police service’s Underwater 
Investigative Unit. 

Physical fitness, guitar playing, 
tinkering with his collector car, and 
wood work are also very 
important to Jody. 
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Family Life 

Spending time together… 
We are lucky enough to have both of our families 
living close by, so we spend a lot of time with 
everyone.  Both of our parents are retired so they 
are always available for visits, babysitting and 
advice.   

Our parents are very active and love spending 
time with the grandchildren they already have.   

We both have siblings who have children so we 
already have several nieces and nephews, and 
we see all of them regularly.  So your child will 
have a nice big family to be welcomed into, with 
grandparents, aunties, uncles and cousins! 

We do a lot of activities together, like golfing and 
sledding.  We love to spend all the holidays with 
each other, getting together to carve pumpkins, 
hunt for Easter eggs and of course to have meals 
together.  Birthdays are always spent with family, 
friends. 

 

Pumpkin carving at our house with 
our parents, Carla’s brother and his 
family at Halloween 

Golfing with Carla’s mom, 
dad and brother. 

Blanket 
forts at 
Auntie 
Carla and 
Uncle 
Jody’s  
house at 
Christmas 
time! 

Summer 
time 
includes 
eating 
uncle 
Jody’s 
famous 
smoked 
ribs on the 
patio! 

Playing card games with our parents, 
Nathan and Deb and grandma. 
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Carla’s Family 

Carla’s mom and dad (left), at their 40th wedding 
anniversary.  We spend a lot of time with them, as we 
are a very close-knit family.  Carla’s parents also live a 
block and a half away and are both retired.  They are 
already grandparents to Carla’s brother Chris’ two kids 
and are very excited to welcome more grandbabies 
into the family.   

Carla has one younger brother named Chris, they are 
only two years apart and have a very good relationship.  
Her brother has two kids, Ty who’s 8 and Mia who’s 5.  
We spend tons of time with our niece and nephew.  The 
kids are always at our house and we love taking the kids 
to the spray park and the trampoline park on a Saturday 
afternoon. 

Jody and Carla with Ty and Mia at 
Easter.  We decorated egg glasses!  

Carla’s brother and his partner Amber! 

Having a little snapchat fun 
with Carla’s Dad!  

We are all football fans, this is at 
Carla’s brothers place, 
cheering for our team with 
Carla’s brother, dad, Ty and 
Mia. 

Carla and her mom being 
silly during family photos. 
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Jody’s Family 

Jody’s mom Bernadette and her life long partner, David 
(to the right).  Both are retired and live in our city as 
well.  As a result, we get family time regularly. They are 
grandparent’s to Jody’s brother Nathan’s children. 

Jody’s brother, Nathan and his wife Deb have two 
children, Phoenix and Julia.  Nathan’s family lives in our 
city too and so we get to see them lots too! Birthdays, 
Christmas, Easter, or just family barbeques are always 
marked by lots of family and food around! 

 

Above: Nathan, Deb, Phoenix and Julia. 

Left: Nathan and Jody at Christmas time. 

Below: Family get-togethers and another big meal! 
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Christmas time for our family is about spending as 
much time together as possible.  We will generally 
gather both our families together in the same 
place to celebrate all together.  Christmas always 
involves lots of food and presents.  We also love to 
do fun Christmas activites like building ginger 
bread houses with our nieces and nephews, 
taking them to see the Holiday Train that will pass 
through our city and doing the Christmas light 
tours set up around town.   

Visiting the Holiday 
Train and some local 
Christmas light displays 

Left: Ready for presents! 

Bottom: Gingerbread house 
we made with Ty. 
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Above: Fishing 
with Carla’s 
brother Chris 
and our nephew 
Ty. 
Right: Carla’s 
most recent 
birthday 

Above: making sushi 

Right: Family time on 
the patio 

Left: Jody with baby 
Ty just after he came 
home from the 
hospital. 

Right: Carla’s 
brother and our 
nephew Ty and 
nieces Mia and Julia 
hanging out on our 
patio in the summer. 
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 Friends & Fun 

Spending time… 
We have a really wonderful group of friends that we are 
very close with.  They are more like family.  We spend tons 
of time together, birthdays and holidays and many get-
togethers throughout the year.   All of our friends have 
children and we are “Auntie Carla” and “Uncle Jody” to 
all of them.  We all help each other out a lot with all of 
the kids, including picking them up from activities and 
babysitting when needed.  We are also god-parents to 
our niece and nephew as well as being god-parents to 
the children of two of our closest family friends.   

 
Josh and Merelda are 
two of our closest and 
dearest friends.  We met 
about 15 years ago 
because Jody and Josh 
work together at our 
local police force. We 
spend tons of time 
together and we are 
“auntie and uncle” to 
their two children Reese 
and Cole and are god-
parents to Cole as well. 
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Marla and Rich are another couple of our 
closest best friends.  We have known them for 
15 years, having met through Jody’s work.  We 
are also “auntie and uncle” to their two 
daughters Taylor and Georgia and are god-
parents to Georgia.  We get together for 
potluck dinners, family outings and vacations. 

Above: at Georgia’s Christening, becoming god-
parents. 

Left:  Carla’s recent birthday with her besties 
Marla and Merelda 

Derrick, Andrea and their son Beckham, also 
some of our closest friends.   
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Tobogganing with my best friend 
Merelda, her two kids and my niece and 
nephew. 

Jody and a couple buddies on a fishing trip 
in Northern Canada 

Carla with a few close friends at Josh 
and Merelda’s wedding 

Jody and some of his buddies. 

Carla and her friends at girl’s night.  

 

Jody and his best man Shane at 
Shane’s wedding  
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Traveling the World 
See the World… 
One of the things that we love to do is travel together.  We love to explore new places, learn new 
languages, and get involved with people and their culture.  We truly believe that having experiences 
rather than things, makes you rich.  We have traveled together across Canada, to Mexico several 
times, Jamaica, Cuba, and the USA.  Carla traveled to England and Spain when she was younger, 
spending several months working in both countries.  Jody has also been to El Salvador with Habitat for 
Humanity to build homes for less fortunate families.  We have so many countries and places still on our 

list and we look forward to traveling as a family of three.  We hope to travel to England and Japan 
next, to visit family and friends and look forward to sharing those experiences with a son or daughter. 

Canada 
Our trip to Banff, we toured the Banff 
Spring Hotel and rode the Gondola up the 
mountain.  We did some hiking and toured 
around in the shops.  Banff is one of the 
most beautiful and scenic places in 
Canada to visit.   

Ottawa Ontario, our nations capitol.  We 
visited the Parliament Buildings, went to a 
local football game, ate at lots of great 
restaurants and toured the National Art 
Gallery of Canada. 
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United States of America – Arizona/ Nevada 

 
We have travelled 
to Phoenix, AZ and 
Sedona, AZ several 
times.  When we 
are there we love 
taking in as many 
outdoor activies as 
we can, hiking, 
swimming, golfing 
and taking in 
sporting events are 
our favourites. 

We took a day trip to see the Hoover dam. 
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United States of America - Hawaii 

We spent two weeks on the island of Maui and absolutely fell in 
love.  Everything about the island was magic.  The scenic views, 
the weather, the countless outdoor activities, and the people; 
we did not want to leave. 

We tried stand-up 
paddle boarding in 
Ka’anapali 

Carla sitting at the 
mouth of the Seven 
Sacred Pools and the 
end of the Road to 
Hana. 
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Right: Spotted a whale 
while whale watching in 
Lahaina. 

Below: Black Sand 
Beach on the road to 
Hana. 

 
We drove to the top of the 
Haleakala Volcano in the middle 
of the night to witness sunrise 
from the top of the world.  We 
were above the cloud line and 
watched the sun rise up from 
under the clouds; breathtaking! 
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United States of America – Minnesota and California  

 
Our favourite NFL 
team, the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
were having a 
great season so we 
decided to drive to 
Minneapolis, MN to 
see them play! 

Jody had the 
opportunity to go to Los 
Angeles for a work trip, 
and got to see some 
sights and ride in an 
LAPD chopper! 
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Mexico 
We have been to Mexico a 
total of 6 times and enjoy it 
so much.  We have visited 
several places including 
Cancun, Isla Mujeres, Playa 
del Carmen, and Cozumel 

Jamaica/ Cuba 

While in Mexico we love to go explore, we have 
been exploring in caves with secret rivers, 
repelling, snorkeling and scuba diving and laying 
on the beach. 

Exploring the 
Dunns River 
Falls and 
Coyoba 
Gardens in 
Jamaica. 

 

 

We found a 
banana farm in 
Cuba 
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El Salvador – Habitat for Humanity 
 
Jody travelled with a team of volunteers from our local 
Habitat for Humanity chapter, for a two-week trip to the 
country of El Salvador.  Together, they began construction of 
two new homes for two families who needed them.  The 
experience was humbling and one that Jody will never forget. 

Below: The volunteers with the family on the new 
site of their future home. 

Above: Jody with one of the grandparents 
of the family, for whom the home was 
being built. The two had to speak through 
a translator but became good friends very 
quickly. 

 

Below: the team putting in steel for the home’s 
foundation 

 
Above: Jody trenching for the 
home’s foundation. 
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Dear Birthmother 

Thank you very much for taking the time to visit with us and get to know us and our family and friends.  
We hope that this has given you a look into our lives and what we are like and we hope that we were 
able to show you that we will be the most loving and caring parents for your child.  We can assure you 
that your child will come to know their country of birth by traveling in the United States and to know you 
by having a special relationship if you are open to that.   

Our friends and family are so very excited to help us welcome this new joy into our lives.  We are so 
lucky to have such an amazing and supportive group of people surrounding us with love.  All our family 
and friends are excited to share in our journey to help us and guide us any way they can. 

We have the greatest admiration and respect for you and your decision.  We wish you all the best for 
the upcoming birth, both for you and your child.  We welcome the opportunity to answer any questions 
you may have about us or talk more about your baby’s future. 

Warmest regards, 

Jody and Carla 

 

 

 

  

Please contact our agency Forever Families Through Adoption at 919-939-1180 
or toll free 1-866-922-3678 
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